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Development of Foreign Language Proficiency Standards for Adult Learners

and Certification of Their Learning Outcomes Based on China$ Standards of

English Proficiency—A Project on the Development of English Proficiency
Standards at the Open University of China

LIU Yongquan' LI Xinguo® &LIU Zhanrong'

(1. School of Foreign Languages
University Beijing 100023  China)

Abstract: In 2016
(OUCN) implemented a project of framing the English

the O pen University of China

proficiency standards at the Open University of China
(OUSE)

outcome. The aim of the project was to obtain the cost—

to carry out the accreditation of learning

benefit in the subject of English which is a compulsory
course in the university. The learners have to spend one
year learning the course though they have different levels
of proficiency and different demands for the foreign
language. After the processes of expert validation teacher
and student interviews and questionnaires exam data
analysis syllabus alignment for various adult foreign
language examinations anchoring proficiency levels and
design and description of certification modules the
project team drafted the OUSE based on the China s
Standards of English Profidency ( CSE)
European Framework of Reference for Languages ( CEFR) .

Meanwhile the project team designed and formulated the

and Common

policies and procedures of accrediting the adult learners”
learning outcomes of English. OUCN has established a
credit bank system which is a national system to do credits
accumulation and transfer in the field of vocational
education. The current credit bank system focuses on
requirements of industries and has a clear design for job
competency standards and certification units but it is a
difficult task to certify general knowledge courses or skills
like foreign languages. In order to solve the problem the
literature

project team reviewed previous research

learned about the evolution of European modern language

Open University of China

Beijing 100039 China; 2. Beijing Union

policy reflected upon the characteristics of foreign
language learning and found that A European Unit/Credit
System for Modern Language Learning by A dults has met the
need of adult learners. The development path of the
European research language scales showed that the scales
were initially developed from the needs of adult language
learning  characteristics and certification of learning
outcomes. The project culminated in three important
outcomes a fivedevel scale based on communicative
the examination syllabus for five

finally

criteria and procedures. The paper concludes that the

competence theory
levels of English proficiency and certification
development of standards can guarantee the quality of
English tests and the fairness of the results; the use of
credit banks for the certification of learning outcomes and
the transfer of credits can take advantage of the strengths
of the open and distance education. Although the project
has achieved initial results and has accumulated experience
in both theory and practice for the accreditation of
learning outcomes in general courses the validity and
reliability of the project needs to be verified with
subsequent large-scale examinations. The future research
and practice is to develop accreditation standards for
English for Specific Purposes ( ESP) test that meet the
needs of diverse English learners in China.

Key words: China’s Standards of English Profidency,
Standards of English Proficiency of Open University of

China; Accreditation of Learning O utcomes



