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A Dialogue between Theoretical Foundation and Research Frontier

—An Analysis of the In-depth Literature Mining of International Distance Open Education

ZHANG Jiani' > JIANG Ying'*
(1. Sichuan Radio and TV University Chengdu 610073; 2. Research Center for Educational Information
Management and Information Systems of The Open University of China Chengdu 610073 China)

[Abstract JThrough WoS 2 983 documents of the five most influential representative journals in international distance open edu-—

cation were collected for visual analysis and the knowledge map was drawn by the literature mining method. The results show that: In

the co-ecitation analysis of author group five different research schools have been formed. In the literature co-citation analysis theoreti—

cal level practical level

open education. In the analysis of frontier regions

the United States

technical level and research method level constitute the theoretical foundation of the international distance

Taiwan Province of China Britain Australia and some other

countries and regions represent the geographical distributions of the research frontier. More attention has been paid to such topics as

quality assurance evaluation feedback electronic technology and teaching methods and strategies in recent years. The enlightenment

for the distance open education in China is to deal well with the following three relations: classical theory and academic frontier Chi-

nese characteristics and foreign culture leamners and educational technology.

[Key words Jinternational distance open education; research progress; knowledge map; literature mining



