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Current Situation and Trend of Scientific Research in Open Universities in China

a Statistical Analysis of Papers Published in Domestic Journals by Six Open Universities
(2013-2017)

JIANG Yi-lu' YU Shu-yang®
(1. The Open University of China, Beijing, China, 100039; 2. Beijing Open University, Beijing, China, 100081)

Abstract: In recent years, a great amount of scientific research has been conducted in the Open University, turning out abundant
research results. Taking 4,456 papers published in the academic journals in 2013-2017 by six Open Universities established in 2012 as
the research subjects, this paper carries out a statistics and analysis of the numbers of papers, cited frequency, sources of documents,
fund projects, scientific research cooperation, research focus and research topics by means of bibliometrics, social network analysis and
content analysis. It is found that the research contents are close to the needs of the development of Open University, closely combined
with the development and application of educational information technology and highlight that the Open University plays an important
role in promoting life-long education, adult education, distance open education and other research fields, but the future research focus
should include: the Chinese model of distance open education, the key issues in the transformation and development of open universities,
mobile learning, learning behavior analysis based on big data, etc.
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