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The Construction of OPEN Mode of College English in Open Universities from
the Perspective of Multimodality Theory

LIU Yong-quan', WANG Shu-ping*

(1. Faculty of International Language and Culture, The Open University of China, Beijing 100039; 2. Hebei Radio & TV University, Shijiazhuang, Hebei
050080, China)

ABSTRACT: In the digital age, it is necessary and urgent to reform the teaching mode of Open University to improve
the education quality, explore the methods of online education and meet the needs of adult students. From the beginning of
2018 to the end of 2019, on the basis of the transformation of the course of English for general purpose (EGP) to English
for special purpose (ESP), 13 TVRUs and its branches were selected by the OUC to carry out the multimodal teaching and
learning reform of college English in two groups successively. From the survey, it is found that teachers and students have
great differences in their attitudes and methods towards English teaching and learning. During the implementation of the
project, on the basis of multimodal teaching theory, the focus of English Teaching in the pilot schools began to shift to oral
English training, multiple interaction and practice, emphasizing the role of formative assessment in teaching design, focusing
on the network of teachers’ team and students’ group. The pilot project has achieved good results, and initially formed the
OPEN mode. However, the cases accumulated in the practical research need to be further sorted out in order to establish a
new teaching mode, which can be copied, used for reference and popularized for other courses by all open universities.
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